
Table C-17.  Full-time graduate science, engineering, and health students with U.S. citizenship and

permanent resident status in doctorate-granting institutions, by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 209,329 218,508 223,395 222,755 221,167 217,843 214,835 214,549

..............Total, science and engineering fields 183,957 190,429 192,460 189,455 186,370 181,424 177,070 175,116

...............................................Sciences, total 145,289 150,470 152,627 152,087 150,940 147,607 144,859 143,958

...............................Physical sciences, total 18,434 18,856 18,691 17,953 17,238 16,408 16,155 15,950
.................................................Astronomy 621 638 694 646 642 584 581 574

..................................................Chemistry 10,545 10,885 10,918 10,660 10,483 10,123 10,008 10,075
......................................................Physics 7,173 7,237 6,945 6,507 5,982 5,592 5,470 5,186

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 95 96 134 140 131 109 96 115

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 7,913 8,239 8,129 8,229 7,944 7,791 7,834 7,870
...............................Atmospheric sciences 651 706 731 708 709 684 622 534

.............................................Geosciences 4,225 4,304 4,234 4,221 4,104 4,057 3,937 3,994
...........................................Oceanography 1,502 1,575 1,602 1,605 1,531 1,455 1,523 1,617

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,535 1,654 1,562 1,695 1,600 1,595 1,752 1,725

................................Mathematical sciences 8,516 8,595 8,348 7,811 7,453 6,878 6,638 6,167

.....................................Computer sciences 8,104 8,265 8,132 8,007 7,702 7,742 7,991 8,600

...................................Agricultural sciences 6,305 6,323 6,351 6,430 6,347 6,338 6,317 6,529

.............................Biological sciences, total 31,230 32,968 34,663 35,548 35,594 35,103 34,914 35,249
....................................................Anatomy 690 702 729 698 767 761 705 682

..............................................Biochemistry 3,314 3,409 3,516 3,608 3,527 3,432 3,470 3,408
......................................................Biology 6,733 7,011 7,159 7,049 7,051 7,229 6,971 6,926

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,147 1,448 1,523 1,593 1,694 1,569 1,953 1,956
.................................................Biophysics 479 541 562 602 632 558 545 530

.......................................................Botany 1,474 1,534 1,607 1,507 1,501 1,439 1,368 1,354
................................................Cell biology 2,302 2,495 2,776 2,943 2,952 2,948 3,011 3,232

.....................................................Ecology 844 875 1,026 1,122 1,096 1,025 1,046 1,064
...........................Entomology/parasitology 712 718 743 709 742 736 734 693

....................................................Genetics 1,148 1,274 1,205 1,232 1,242 1,235 1,212 1,257
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 3,306 3,372 3,452 3,538 3,504 3,457 3,519 3,618

.....................................................Nutrition 1,713 1,735 1,986 2,170 2,295 2,190 2,075 2,105
..................................................Pathology 818 927 1,027 1,032 1,022 1,139 1,049 1,068

...........................................Pharmacology 1,718 1,889 2,050 2,007 1,950 1,920 1,991 1,999
.................................................Physiology 1,528 1,623 1,647 1,867 1,797 1,701 1,573 1,443

.....................................................Zoology 1,474 1,482 1,440 1,513 1,415 1,330 1,252 1,239
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,830 1,933 2,215 2,358 2,407 2,434 2,440 2,675

..................................................Psychology 26,645 27,219 27,277 27,309 27,646 27,830 27,283 27,011

...................................Social sciences, total 38,142 40,005 41,036 40,800 41,016 39,517 37,727 36,582
..............................Agricultural economics 1,105 1,063 1,092 1,065 979 897 884 878

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,516 4,661 5,051 5,085 5,280 5,034 4,919 4,918
................Economics (except agricultural) 5,153 5,254 5,206 4,885 4,508 3,923 3,786 3,348

................................................Geography 2,150 2,340 2,447 2,350 2,364 2,287 2,187 2,095
.................................................Linguistics 1,455 1,555 1,533 1,517 1,577 1,503 1,357 1,278

.........................................Political science 13,518 14,290 13,980 13,539 13,300 12,789 12,073 11,596
...................................................Sociology 4,845 5,069 5,291 5,401 5,281 5,263 5,035 4,885

.............................Sociology/anthropology 515 541 574 542 525 559 521 451
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 4,885 5,232 5,862 6,416 7,202 7,262 6,965 7,133

..........................................Engineering, total 38,668 39,959 39,833 37,368 35,430 33,817 32,211 31,158
...............................Aerospace engineering 2,210 2,144 1,834 1,592 1,402 1,312 1,257 1,270
..............................Agricultural engineering 377 403 438 414 393 397 398 398
...............................Biomedical engineering 1,423 1,544 1,534 1,623 1,657 1,767 1,821 1,915

.................................Chemical engineering 2,931 3,090 3,344 3,284 3,354 3,232 3,022 2,803
..........................................Civil engineering 6,708 7,117 7,501 7,271 7,175 6,758 6,540 6,218

..................................Electrical engineering 10,201 10,058 10,031 9,037 8,389 8,192 7,698 7,128
....................................Engineering science 795 822 829 823 628 618 626 561

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 2,970 3,093 3,064 2,732 2,423 2,328 2,132 2,247
..............................Mechanical engineering 6,667 7,103 6,972 6,470 5,927 5,478 5,117 4,923

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 2,239 2,253 2,315 2,147 1,956 1,885 1,856 1,668
....................................Nuclear engineering 611 634 618 536 487 434 389 343

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 1,536 1,698 1,353 1,439 1,639 1,416 1,355 1,684

...........................................Total, health fields 25,372 28,079 30,935 33,300 34,797 36,419 37,765 39,433
.................................................Clinical fields 1,502 1,665 1,834 1,919 2,002 2,201 2,168 2,319

.............................................Dental sciences 760 767 838 856 835 928 938 926
..........................................................Nursing 5,501 5,852 6,612 7,046 7,103 7,370 7,140 7,726

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,099 1,174 1,312 1,188 1,166 1,162 1,155 1,474
........Preventive medicine/community health 3,914 4,381 4,621 5,131 4,898 4,891 5,670 5,866

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 5,456 6,029 6,429 6,500 6,925 7,158 7,253 7,512
.......................................Veterinary sciences 515 459 474 481 459 705 724 699

.........................................Other health fields 6,625 7,752 8,815 10,179 11,409 12,004 12,717 12,911

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


